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School raves draw in cash and risks
By Melissa Hartman
Staff writer
Raves are becoming more popular at
SJSU, and while students and campus
authorities have opposing opinions on
whether or not raves are good for the
school, raves are making the school
more money than alternative events.
This semester, the Event Center at SJSU
has featured multiple raves: Carnage,
Electric Bounce House 4 (EBH4) and
Odesza. These artists are popular at
universities and bars across the country
geared toward young people. Carnage
plays at nightclubs and beach parties
across the U.S. and Canada.
According to Ticketmaster, EBH4 was
advertised as “partying with thousands

of friends” by 99.7 NOW and Odesza’s
website pulled the more adventurous
crowd in with locations all over the world
and festivals that aren’t widely known.
These artists are appealing to young people
and it’s working.
Peter Montesinos, sophomore business
major and Event Center concessions staff
member, spoke about the success that EDM
concerts have brought the Event Center.
“The food is reasonably priced in general,
but at raves, people buy multiple things
which brings in a lot of money for not
just concessions but the venue in general,”
Montesinos said.
Captain Cavallo of UPD said he
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Squirrels overrun
San Jose State

understands why the Event Center books
raves because of their popularity and the
potential revenue it could make the school,
but he said precautions must be taken.
“At EDM concerts, we have a bigger
contingent of officers because of the security
risks to kids getting injured, excessive
intoxication and general safety,” Cavallo
said. “We also call local hospitals and tell
them we are having these events and that
we need ambulances ready just in case.”
UPD is involved in the security aspect
of any paying concert that the Event
Center hosts, and Cavallo said that
UPD had to go to other venues in the
area and study their safety measures
when it came to similar events after
approximately 12 students were taken
into medical care at a rave last semester.
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While the last concert on campus, EBH4,
went smoother in terms of safety, Cavallo said
UPD is pushing toward not having raves at
the Event Center because they don’t think the
value outweighs the risk.
Montesinos said that he thinks amping
up security is necessary and that drugs
and alcohol in the rave scene are definitely
an issue.
Montesinos said he has seen people being
walked out by security to be medically treated.
When they have come up to the concessions
stand in the past, many people had a look
in their eyes that Montesinos could tell they
were under the influence of something.
“Raving unfortunately does host that
kind of community where drugs can be
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By Jen Ballardo
Contributing writer
On any given day, countless
feet scurry across San Jose State
University’s campus. Some are
trying to make it to class on time,
while others are scaling tree trunks.
Here at SJSU, we generously share
our campus with a rather prominent
squirrel population. These little
creatures join us on our walks to
class, run out in front of our bikes
like daredevils and always want to
join us when we have a snack.
The small rodents are cute in
appearance and non-threatening.
They have become so accustomed
to their urbanized way of life here
on campus that they approach
humans as if it is in their nature.
San Jose State is home to two
different types of squirrels: the
Ground Squirrel and the Tree
Squirrel. According to Dr. Lynne
Trulio, the Department Chair of
Environmental Studies at SJSU,
the ground squirrel species we
see around campus are California
Ground Squirrels (whose scientific
name, for any wondering, is
Otospermophilus beecheyi).
Trulio conducted extensive
research on the behavior of this

species while in pursuit of her
doctorate. These squirrels are the
ones that stay on the ground, have
black and white speckled coats and
possess tails that are less bushy in
appearance. The California Ground
Squirrel is native to our state and
are closely related to prairie dogs.
They burrow holes into the
ground, which is “not appreciated
by landscapers,” said Trulio.
For this reason, landscapers are
constantly killing them; the act
requires a permit but is still very
common, according to Trulio.
Trulio is currently conducting
research on Burrow Owls, which
are a species that stand at just
around nine inches in height.
These owls take over the burrows
California Ground Squirrels make.
The Burrow Owls are a protected
species. If Ground Squirrels are
facing eradication, it will have a
negative impact on the Burrow Owl
population.
Tree Squirrels are the ones we
see practicing acrobatics daily in
the trees on campus. According to
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OPINION

Private prisons see inmates
as nothing but a bed to fill
By Casey Geier
Staff writer
Prisoners are seen as the
underbelly of social status.
People are quick to judge
negatively on people in prison
or with a record, but there is a
lot of money and political power
in the private prison system
that has heavily influenced the
amount of people locked up.
Private, for-profit prisons are
defined as a “place in which

individuals
are
physically
confined or interned by a
third party that is contracted
by a local, state or federal
government agency,” according
to Corrections. A contractual
agreement is made between the
private prison and a local, state
or federal government that pays
private prisons a monthly rate
for each prisoner.

Seven percent of the 2 million
adult prisoners in the United
States are in private facilities
according, to Prison Policy.
It’s difficult to compare
private and public prisons’
expenditures because there
are many uncounted costs
like transportation, medical
aid, supplies and insurance,
which are paid for by outside
agencies.

PRISON PAGE 5

22 NEWS

Thursday, January 28, 2016
Wednesday, April 6, 2016
MEET THE CANDIDATES

A.S. Election: VICE PRESIDENT
Joshua Romero

Walter Ifeanyi

Political science major

Economics major

By Samantha Verdugo
Staff writer
Joshua Romero, Vice
“I would be able to
President of Associated
implement everything
Students, is running
I am doing now and
for his second term to
even do them better the
represent students in a
second time around,”
more enriching way.
Romero said.
The San Francisco
Romero
said
his
native is a senior
genuine passion and
political
science
love for SJSU students
major with goals and
set him apart from the
aspirations of working
other two candidates.
in politics one day.
“I want to represent
Having
learned
the students who are
leadership
skills,
Raymond Baltazar Spartan Daily not represented and
patience and adjustments
that can be any infinite
from this year’s role as vice president, group, internally in terms of esteem,
Romero feels that he is definitely qualified ethnicity, sexuality or any group of
to be A.S. Vice President again.
students,” Romero said.
When asked why he was not running for
He likes to make connections with all
president, Romero said, “I looked at myself students in order to help improve their
in the mirror and identified my strengths experiences in college, especially those
and evaluated the two roles. I came to the who do not get their voices heard.
conclusion that I can be more effective in
“Believe it or not, I had a really low selfthis role rather than as president.”
esteem coming into college. I had taken
Having a year’s worth of responsibilities off a year after high school to help provide
as vice president under his belt, Romero financially for my family after my mom
believes that it is a better fit for him to was laid off, so coming into college, I felt I
continue boosting SJSU for students.
was late to the game compared to everyone
“I want to bring continuity to the position, else,” Romero said.
and by doing so, not only completing the
The feeling of exclusion and loss hit the
projects I already started but preparing soft side of Romero and the best way to find
for new ones and essentially changing the himself was through student government.
outlook of what a VP can do,” Romero
During his first two years at SJSU, he
said. “There is a lot of adjusting, patience was part of two committees, then became
and leadership skills that all come into appointed director of faculty affairs and
play and I know how to do these things, now vice president.
especially coming at it a second time. I am
The mission of Associated Students
well prepared.”
is to enhance the student experience,
Romero said he will provide security to and with that, Romero said that one
the role for students having been aware cannot enhance it if they do not have a
of all the problems and not struggle with sentimental attachment to the students
them as a first timer.
they are serving.

Summer Session

By Justin Tonel
Staff writer
At six foot, five
inches, Walter Ifeanyi
is going to stand out
among the crowd.
The
21-year-old
economics
major
from Nigeria is one
of the three potential
candidates running
for Vice President
for the Associated
Students Office (ASO)
in the upcoming
student elections on
April 13.
Ifeanyi, who has dealt
with legislation and policy
drafting in the past, served
as a student personal
assistant for Nigeria’s
last senate president and
present senator on the
floor, Sen. David Mark.
Ifeanyi says working
with Sen. Mark taught him
how to draft legislation,
work
efficiently
with
fellow lawmakers and
avoid gridlocks in passing
legislation.
With
the
upcoming
election, Ifeanyi hopes to
bring his experience to SJSU.
“I
am
currently
approaching
different
organizations on campus
and asking them for
their major concerns,”
Ifeanyi said. “But as of last

place today discourages
students from truly
discovering their true
potential because they
are mostly worried
about their GPAs, not
the course content,”
Ifeanyi said. “I want to
create a joint committee
of staff and students
with (the) goal of
coming up with an
effective and efficient
Courtesy of Associated Students solution to how GE’s are
distributed and graded in
semester and currently,
the
long run.”
a majority of students I
In
the short term, Ifeanyi
talked to about the General
wants
to separate major
Education system, agreed
GPA
from
GE GPA, similar
that indeed, the program
to
the
U.C.
system.
needs to be reformed. It
Ifeanyi
said
he wanted
no longer has a college
to
run
for
vice
president
identity.”
because
he
was
“groomed
The main goal Ifeanyi
hopes to achieve is make the for legislation” through his
General Education system mentorship, and realized
overall more efficient and students were facing the
same issues both back home
enjoyable for students.
Ifeanyi
believes
the in Nigeria and abroad in
current system is too regards to the GE system.
Ifeanyi
credits
his
rigid and does not allow a
upbringing
for
his
strong
student to thrive. Drawing
inspiration from students, personality based around
Ifeanyi wants to to use his mutual respect regardless
talent for public advocacy of class and race.
“In a world that craves
to help students who are
division,
my respect and
struggling and border on
love
for
all
makes me stand
academic probation.
out,”
Ifeanyi
said.
“The system we have in

A short profile on Joyce Lum who is also running for A.S. Vice President will feature
in next week’s paper along with the candidates running for A.S. President.
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an issue, in a sense if one doesn’t know
how much they have taken or how to
be prepared for it then consequences
happen … With any concert, there are
repercussions,” said Jennifer Yee, senior
anthropology major.
Yee has attended many raves at the Event
Center in her time at SJSU, including Steve
Aoki, JackU, Carnage, Dillon Francis,
Dada Life and Diplo. Before coming to
SJSU, she still listened to EDM before it
became popular. She said that before her
college years, it was really a Southern
California phenomenon.
Yee said that the only downside she sees
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from EDM concerts is the bum—rushing
(barging into events without paying), and she
attributes that to students who cannot afford
tickets or refuse to pay for them. She said that
despite the few incidents with injuries at the
Event Center, she has never seen any and the
benefits far outweigh the risks.
“It promotes our school and gives us
more of a name, it’s a great arena that is
accessible for people in the Bay Area.” Yee
said. “San Jose is in the heart of Silicon
Valley, everyone knows where it is. It
also gives students an opportunity to go
more easily because the tickets are at a
discounted price.”
Follow Melissa on twitter
@melhartsyaa

from page 1

Trulio, SJSU is most likely home to the
Eastern Fox Squirrel, or Sciurus Niger,
and the Eastern Gray Squirrel, Sciurus
Carolinensis. These are the squirrels with the
big, bushy tails. Both species are not native
to this area, which is a cause for concern
because they can push out native species.
“We don’t want that happening,” Trulio said.
Tree squirrels are asocial by nature,
meaning they do not interact with each other
or with humans. But here at San Jose State,
our tree squirrels do both of those things.
They are used to the human interaction due
to people constantly coaxing them to come
close and feeding them.
There have been no complaints of any
health hazards caused by the squirrels on
campus, so any fears of contracting rabies
from a wild squirrel attack can be squashed.
“We have not encountered any health
concerns related to the squirrels on
campus,” said John Skyberg, Director of
Maintenance and Operations at SJSU.“
Like most rodents, it is best if the public
just leaves them alone.”
Skyberg said the biggest problem these
animals seem to create comes with the
ground squirrels that create holes near
and around the footings to our buildings.
To keep this under control, the squirrel
population must be kept in check.
David Krack, Director of Environmental
Health and Safety at SJSU, said that SJSU
Facilities Department Operations faculty
pays attention to the size of the squirrel

population so that “they do not become
a nuisance in burrowing around building
foundations and the like.”
Skyberg said that several years ago, the
university hired a trapper to come in and
capture a few of the squirrels. They were
then relocated to an appropriate habitat.
Recently, the university has taken a more
natural approach to keeping the squirrel
populace at an appropriate number. Both
Skyberg and Krack agreed that our campus
ecosystem has been managing itself well
and doing its job.
“Many birds of prey feast on the squirrels
along with the feral cat population,”
Skyberg said. It is the circle of life, after all.
Trulio vehemently warns against feeding
the squirrels.
“We want a population that fits our
campus,” she said. “The more we feed
them, the bigger the population gets.”
Truilio said we do have a large population
of squirrels here on campus, and we only
have ourselves to blame for that.
So the next time you’re sitting around
campus enjoying a mid-afternoon snack
and a squirrel approaches you with its
beady, pleading eyes, practice your selfcontrol. It might be hard at first, but stare
down that furry rodent and let it know
who’s boss.

Follow Jen on twitter
@jayembeee1
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Hip for Spring
Chandlor Jenkins, freshman RTVF major

Dress
Maroon and white dress
Brandy Melville
$24

Backpack
Red, yellow, green backpack
Thrift store
$12

Sunglasses
Mirrored round sunglasses
Forever 21
$5

Bracelets
Silver bracelet
Forever 21
$3.90

Shoes
Red Vans
Vans Store
$55

“The sun was out so I brought out my dress.”

Summer Time Ready
Rafael Guevara, junior industrial design major

Shirt
Red striped button up
Vans Store
$30

Backpack
Blue Walker Timbuk2 backpack
Timbuk2.com
$120

Watch
Men’s Casio digital watch
Target
$20
Pants
Beige Jeans
Levi's Store
$65
Shoes
Black and white Nike Fury
Finish Line
$80
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Gone With the Wind Fabulous
Jahlaina Williams, freshman psychology major

Shirt
Black crop top
Forever 21
$6.90

Purse
Black and gold purse
Forever 21
$34

Necklace
Silver necklace
Forever 21
$5

Skirt
Pink lace skirt
Forever 21
$15.90

Sandals
Black sandals
Thrift Store
$12

Ȣ,WȠVWKHKRWWHVWGD\RIWKHZHHNZDQWHGWRWDNHDGYDQWDJHȣ

Sweet and Simple
Samanda Mendoza, senior advertising major

Jacket
Black jacket
H&M
$12

ʻStar Fox Zeroʼ is ﬂying
high to a console soon
By Yale Wyatt
Staff writer
A new trailer for “Star Fox Zero,” the
highly anticipated sixth installment to the
Star Fox series, was released March 30. The
game is scheduled for release on the Wii U
on April 22.
The trailer showcased classic-on-the-rails
Star Fox gameplay alongside new bosses
and tricks, like the ability to transform
into a bidel robot.
This will be the first Star Fox game in five
years since the remake of “Star Fox 64” on
the Nintendo 3DS.
Bundled alongside “Star Fox Zero” is an
entirely separate game “Star Fox Guard,”
which will be available to all players who
purchase the game, whether by physical or
virtual download. The new trailer did not
show gameplay footage of Guard, which
had its own trailer release four days earlier.
“Star Fox Zero” is being co-developed
by PlatinumGames (developers of
“Bayonetta”, “The Wonderful 101” and
“Metal Gear Rising: Revengeance”)
and Nintendo EPD, a new first party
developer. PlatinumGames are known
for their intense action games, but
Shigeru Miyamoto claimed the game was
“comparatively simpler” in light of their
previous games. It has been described not
as a prequel or sequel to the original Star
Fox for the NES, but an alternate retelling.
The game features a unique control
scheme, with the Wii U controller
screen showing the airships aiming

reticule and the television screen
showing a more cinematic perspective
of the space dogfights.
“Star Fox Zero” had suffered a major
delay, originally slated for release on
Nov. 20, 2015. Fans speculated the game
wouldn’t be released around that time due
to the lack of gameplay footage and news.
This may be the first game co-developed
by both Nintendo and PlatinumGames, but
this isn’t their first collaboration. In 2013,
“Wonderful 101” was released exclusively
on the Wii U and so was “Bayonetta 2” in
2014. “Bayonetta 2” featured costumes of
classic Nintendo characters, like Princess
Peach, Samus and Link, and even included
a special level in the style of Star Fox, a
shoot ‘em up where the player could pilot
an Arwing. Nintendo was so impressed
that they approached the studio to develop
the next installment of Star Fox.
Famed PlatinumGames developer and
Twitter celebrity Hideki Kamiya, despite
his love of the series, will not be working
on “Star Fox Zero” as Yusuke Hashimoto
stepped up to be director.
“I also want to make a Star Fox game, but
Hashimoto beat me to the punch,” Kamiya
said in an interview with Gamespot. “I was
busy making ‘Scalebound’ at the time. If
there was no ‘Scalebound,’ maybe I could
have done Star Fox.”
Folow Yale on Twitter
@yyaleyy
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I first had the Strawberry Lava Colada
at Flames when I accidentally ordered
the wrong drink but I was pleasantly
surprised. There are two layers in the
drink, the top layer being rum and
coconut cream blended together with
ice. Anyone who’s had a pina colada
while getting caught in the rain will
understand how well creamed coconut
and rum blends together. The bottom
layer is a sweet strawberry sauce that
also swirls around the glass. Flames
is almost always generous with its
alcohol, so the strawberry sauce helps
compliment the strong rum taste. Don’t
be fooled by the sweetness or the color
of the drink, if you’re a lightweight,
this drink will have you feeling a little
tipsy because of the quantity. Served
in a majestic huge bowl-glass, the
Strawberry Lava Colada is worth the $5
during happy hours.

O`Ylkafka\]7
Strawberry sauce
Rum
Coconut cream
Infographic by Kavin Mistry
Information compiled by Vasuki Rao

SJSU Scholarships
Up to $4,000 per Scholarship
April 15 Deadline
Current and New Students can Apply
sjsu.edu/faso/scholarships

Shorts
Jean shorts
Forever 21
$20

Backpack
Black Northface
Northface
$90
Shoes
Black Nike Fly Knits
Nike
$100

Ȣ,WZDVSUHWW\ZDUPWRGD\EXWWKHPRUQLQJZDVDELWFKLOO\VR,ZHQWZLWKVKRUWVDQGDMDFNHWȣ
Infographic by Adolfo Oseguera
Information compiled by Daphne Morales
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Does Every 15 Minutes make a dent in drunk driving?
By Melissa Hartman
Staff writer
My brother died last year; well, not really. He participated in his high school’s Every 15 Minutes program in
which he was removed from his classes, his friends, his
family and everything he loved about being a teenager.
They take Every 15 Minutes quite seriously at his high
school; there are usually helicopters, multiple police cars
and ambulances - the whole shebang.
The California Highway Patrol puts on the
Every 15 Minutes program at many high
schools in California to teach students
about the risks of driving under the influence. Students are chosen to be involved
in a fake crash scene where they act out a
drunk-driving accident. Meanwhile, other
students surround them in a circle, acting as
“the walking dead.”
Before this happens, students are pulled out of
class by a “grim reaper” and paper tombstones are left
around the school as if the students really died. Obituaries are often posted in a main building with causes of
death. It’s as real as a drunk-driving incident without
actually being in one.
I experienced the program at the same high school
as a senior. The program left an impact, but an impact
didn’t need to be left on me. Several of my family members had almost died from drunk driving at one point.
However, I could see empty faces in the auditorium and
found myself wondering if people were actually taking
it seriously. I wondered the same thing when I was sobbing on stage as my brother read his letter to our family
and some people were absolutely emotionless.
The cop, provided by CHP, at the fake funeral was
actually my cousin and he was required to remain inexpressive, but a few were cold without any instruction.
Was it their defense against something so intensive,
or were they just taking it as another do’s and don’ts
presentation they had been given since they started attending school?
College is a real-life application of what we’ve learned
up to this point, including our moral lessons provided
by our families, friends and surrounding environment.
“It’s hard because you’re away from home for the fi rst
time, and you have all this freedom,” said Captain Alan
Cavallo of UPD. “Now you have to make adult decisions without somebody leaning over your shoulder
saying ‘That’s not the right decision.’”
Unfortunately, Solomon Friese, a former SJSU stu-

Sudoku Puzzle

dent, did not make the right decision when he decided
to take the wheel while intoxicated. Later that night,
he was a part of a hit-and-run that involved senior Chi
Lam right in front of Lam’s fraternity house on Oct.
26, 2014. Lam threw his girlfriend aside and she suffered from no injuries, but he died from his injuries
the next day.
“[Lam] was a person who was always laughing and
smiling. His character spoke for itself,” said Carlos
Rodriguez, president of Delta Sigma Phi at the time.
An entire community, plus his family and
friends from home, mourned for Lam, saying that he had died too soon and that it
was worse since he was going to graduate
that spring.
Friese continued to drive alongside the
university, eventually colliding into cars
on South Eighth Street and ran into his
apartment. It was there that he was arrested
by police and taken into custody. While Friese
was charged with three sentences just a month after
the accident, he’s already freely posting on Facebook
every day. Lam’s Facebook page is now titled “Remembering Chi Lam.”
Now that I have seen friends and family grieve
through drunk-driving accidents, I care more. When
my aunt died just before I left for college, I started
realizing that maybe it was worth checking on the stats
to see if the money that schools set aside for Every 15
Minutes was doing something. If accidents influenced
by drunk driving happen frequently on college campuses, or at least the stigma says so, I wanted to know

if these educational programs actually stopped people
from becoming a part of the statistics.
According to Mother’s Against Drunk Driving
(MADD), two in three people will be involved in a
drunk-driving accident in their lifetime. However,
the numbers prove that Every 15 Minutes and other
educational programs may be making people pay attention: the number changed from every 15 minutes to
every 53 minutes in 2014, according to MADD. While
the numbers still shouldn’t be that high, with almost
10,000 deaths and almost a total of 300,000 injuries
in the year, accidents influenced by drunk driving
are going down. That’s something to be proud of and
continue forward with.
Captain Cavallo also confi rmed UPD statistics that
show the number of drunk drivers arrested on campus
are overwhelmingly not students, but instead unaffi liated with the university. Still, these incidents do occur
on campus as it did for Lam.
As I sit here as a college junior, assigned for one of my
classes to write my own obituary, I am praying heavily
that people will start learning and continue the task of
educating others. I pray myself, everyone I care about
and even those I don’t know to remember at all times
that it’s not worth the risk. Take an Uber and permit
someone’s obituary to say “died with loved ones in the
room” instead of “hit head on by a drunk driver.”
Having fun is one thing. Taking someone else’s life is
another.
Follow Melissa on Twitter
@melhartsyaa

CAMPUS VOICES
What are your predictions for this
baseball season?
See this video and more at
youtube.com/c/spartandailysjsu

Classifieds
Crossword Puzzle

Local Ads
SJSU
International House
Close to campus
U.S. & international students
Safe. Friendly. Homelike.
Intercultural experience.
Wireless Internet access.
Computer lab. Study room.
Well-equipped kitchen.
Pianos and game room.
Assigned parking (fee).
One semester contract.
Apply now!
http://www.sjsu.edu/ihouse/
360 S. 11th St., 408-924-6570

Complete the grid so that every row, column
and 3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9
inclusively.

Previous Solutions

Apr 5th

ACROSS
́ Knocks over, so
to speak
́ Genesis tower
locale
 Famous Bear?
 Hop or jump
alternative
 Really silly
 In the same place,
in footnotes (Abbr.)
 Four grape things
 Peter, in Pamplona
 Voiced bits of
speech
22 “___ obliged!”
 Indian exercise
method
 ’50s crop spray
29 Rubber cement,
e.g.
 Alcoves
 Always, poetically
 Dromedary
features
38 Lake, in Scotland
39 Three grape things
 Black cat, to some
 Biscuit at teatime
 Sufﬁx for “arbor”
or “ether”
 Use mouthwash
  Air polluter
 Hog heaven,
to a hog
 Litter castoff, often
 “Do you want to
hear a secret?”

 Nutritional
necessity
 “File not found,”
for example
 Three grape things
 Brewer’s
equipment
 Doom’s partner
 Plate scrapings
 Chinese nanny
  “Fiddler on the
Roof” role
 Aphid, to a fruit
tree
DOWN
́ Answer an
invitation
́ “The Grapes of
Wrath” extra
́ Tough situation
́ Whale type
́ Life story, in brief
́ “Go on”
́ Utters, like a
sheep
́ “Have a good
time!”
́  Use for support
 Acme
 Be adjacent to
 Cherry or peach
seeds
 TV interruptions
 Looked high and
low for
  Gift-bearing kings

23 ___-Napoca,
Romania
 Organic
component of soil
 Clear, as a
windshield
 Stuffed beef
casing
28 More authentic
 Grand-scale ﬁlms
32 Golf course
features
33 Brilliant display
 Coyly
 Ice cream unit
 Painful toenail,
sometimes
 “The Dukes of
Hazzard” spin-off
 High-ﬂying elite
 Sitar, e.g.
 Pep
 Book-jacket info
 Group of Boy
Scouts
 Brit’s baby buggy
 Santa ___, Calif.
 “High” time
  Undercooked,
as meat
 ___ for (picks)
 Take a breather
 ___ few rounds
(box)
 Clever remark
 “Do no harm” org.

Place Your Ad
Place your Ads Online at
SpartanDaily.CampusAve.com.
You can also place
FODVVLÀHGVWKURXJKWKH
6SDUWDQ'DLO\$GRIÀFH
Call us at 408.924.3270 or
visit us in DBH 209
2IÀFH+RXUV30
spartandailyadvertising@gmail.com
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According to Corrections, a
study by the U.S. Bureau of
Justice Statistics found that
the cost-savings promised by
private prisons “have simply
not materialized.”
Private prison companies
GEO, CCA and MTC have
spent more than $32 million on
federal lobbying and campaign contributions since 2000, according to a 2012 review of Federal
Election Commission data, which included political contributions made by the companies’ employees.
It’s unsettling that a business who profits off of locking
people up has influential political power.
From 1980 to 2008, the number of people incarcerated
in America quadrupled from roughly 500,000 to 2.3
million people. This can be attributed to mandatory sentencing for possession of particular drugs based on their
addiction level. Under the Comprehensive Drug Abuse
Prevention and Control Act, passed in 1970, law enforcement is allowed “no-knock”searches without a warrant.
Tough crime laws and the war on drugs has universally been seen as a failure to fi x the drug problem in the
United States. Overdoses have steadily increased since
1971 and drug trafficking in Mexico and Honduras has
not slowed down despite $600 billion spent on drug
interdiction between 1981 and 2008, according to Drug
War Facts.
Former Nixon domestic policy chief John Ehrlichman
said in an interview with Dan Baum from Harper’s,
“We knew we couldn’t make it illegal to be either
against the war or black, but by getting the public to
associate the hippies with marijuana and blacks with
heroin and then criminalizing both heavily, we could
disrupt those communities.”
The lifetime likelihood of a white male being imprisoned is 1-in-17 compared to 1-in-6 for Latino males
and 1-in-3 African-American males. Yet, according
to Huffington Post, white Americans are more likely
than black and Latino Americans to have used most
kinds of illegal drugs, including cocaine, marijuana
and LSD.
Private prisons have become popular at a local
level because they promise to offer a city revenue
and jobs. There are many small towns in the United
States that rely on prison revenue to survive. Private
prisons have invested themselves in communities
which has consequently made it harder to eradicate
for-profit prisons because the area around it becomes
reliant on its cash f low.
For those getting released from prison their greatest
challenge lies ahead. According to a 2012 report by the
California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation, just over 65 percent of people released from jail
will return within three years. This can be explained
by the difficulty of landing a job after prison and
retaining a livable income.
A recent survey by the Ella Baker Center for Human
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For many years, Nintendo has been eponymous with
gaming. Just about anyone, gamer or not, knows what
Nintendo is and has probably owned one of its systems.
As of late, however, that name hasn’t been viewed as the
gaming giant that it once was.
Instead, many will discuss Nintendo’s lack of innovation, their reliance on nostalgic game titles and
stupid gimmicks to move systems and games.
One only needs to look at their Wii U system
to see these issues in action.
The Wii U was released around four years
ago and impressed nobody. It had few new
and original titles upon release, hardware
that could only compete with the soon to be
replaced Xbox 360 and PlayStation 3, and a
large touch screen on the controller for seemingly no reason.
It’s no wonder that Nintendo is already replacing
the f laccid Wii U after less than four years of poor
sales. While not much is known about it, it is likely
that it will be designed to compete with the Xbox
One and PlayStation 4, something the Wii U was
incapable of doing.
According to Forbes the new NX may even be released
as soon as fall this year. It’s not just the Wii U that’s in
trouble, even the far more beloved handheld 3DS has
had a couple of problems as well.
Sales aren’t as good as they used to be, as the newer

company may sell more of its games than they did on
the Wii U, but they would sell even more if the millions
of Xbox and PlayStation gamers were able to play them
as well.
There are likely plenty of gamers who would buy Nintendo games, but they don’t want to pay for a Nintendo
console just to play it. As for the 3DS, its simpler games
could just be made available for smartphones.
With all of the hype regarding smartphone game
Pokemon Go, it’s sure to be a big seller. Despite
Nintendo saying that they won’t release mobile titles
that appeared on game systems in a news release,
they may still develop new Mario or Zelda games for
smart devices.
While Nintendo as a console developer may end soon
if the NX fails, their assets as a game developer mean
that they won’t disappear any time soon, and may actually help the company.
Sega, a long time rival of Nintendo, used to produce
their own consoles and exclusives, but now exist only as
a game developer. Despite leaving the console market
in 2001, its game titles, such as Sonic, were popular
enough for the company to continue without a proprietary system.
Nintendo is in a position where it really can’t fail.
Even if its consoles fail, its many game titles are still
popular. By becoming a game developer instead, more
gamers can enjoy its titles, and the sooner that happens,
the better for everyone.

3DS only sold around 54 million systems over its entire
run, while the old DS sold over 100 million in roughly
the same amount of time according to Statistica.
Game developers apparently aren’t as interested in
developing for these mobile consoles. Popular series
like Call of Duty and Assassin’s Creed saw several
installments on the old DS, but didn’t see a release
on the 3DS.
The industry is partly to blame here. Now that everyone has a smartphone in their pocket, handheld
systems don’t have the same appeal to casual
gamers. Mobile games are some of the most
profitable on the market too, so developers more incentives to make games for
smartphones instead.
Some game developers, such as the
popular Bethesda, refuse to develop games
for Nintendo because of how Nintendo
deals with third party developers according to
IGN. As a result, Nintendo games seem to be the
primary reason for playing Nintendo consoles.
Th is isn’t necessarily a bad thing, as its games are generally well received and popular among fans. However,
lower console sales seem to imply that fewer people
are willing to spend their money on an entire console
only to play these specific games. However, Nintendo is
looking at the problem the wrong way.
Instead of releasing a better console to attract more
gamers and sell more games, Nintendo should instead capitalize on what really makes them popular,
its games. Sure, if the new console is successful, the
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By Tyler Kittle
Staff writer

 
Infographic by Casey Geier
Rights found that 76 percent of former inmates said finding work after being released was difficult or nearly impossible. Job applications that require applicants to check
whether they have a criminal offense are rigged against
ex-convicts looking to return to the the workforce.
States like California and New York have implemented policies that prohibit applications from asking this question to
help ex-prisoners have a better chance of reaching a face-to-

face interview, where then a background check will still place.
It’s sad that people locked up have become nothing but
walking paychecks. A prison system’s goal should be to
rehabilitate people and not make their lives even harder
when they do see the outside world.
Follow Casey on Twitter
@casey_geier
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Jessie Hufstetler didn’t take spring break off. Instead, she was an offensive juggernaut for the Spartans softball team, who have won seven of their last eight games.
During those eight games, Hufstetler hit an astounding .520 and racked up 14
RBI’s. She now leads the team in runs scored, doubles and triples. Hufstetler’s best
game was her most recent in a 12-4 slaughter of Colorado State. She went three for
four with a pair of home runs and six RBI’s. She also ranks second in doubles and
triples in the Mountain West Conference. Her recent success earned her Mountain
West Player of the Week Honors for the third time in her career. Additionally,
Hufstetler earned the two highest short-term honors in collegiate softball. On
Tuesday, she was awarded the USA Softball Collegiate Player of the Week and the
N
National Fastpitch Coaches Association (NFCA) National Player of the Week.
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Webb shaving seconds,
Spartans advancing
By Tony Nunez
Staff writer
Sophomore Makayla Webb had an
awakening last season.
The then-freshman hurdler was dropped
into the 400-meter hurdles at practice.
She labored through the one-lap race.
She was exhausted. Beat. Spent. All of
the above.
It’s a moment that she still remembers to
this day.
“I was like, ‘this is really no joke,’”
Webb said.
It was at that moment when things started clicking for Webb.
She started small, but she is currently
the program record holder in the 100 and
400 hurdles.
In her first race as a freshman, she clocked
in at 14.91 seconds in the 100 hurdles and
1:03.82 in the 400 hurdles. As the season
continued, she showed flashes of improvement and shaved nearly a second from her
time in the 100 hurdles, while taking off
three seconds in the 400 hurdles.
Everything culminated with her recordsetting performance in the Mountain West
Conference Championship preliminaries.
She broke the school record in both events
and advanced to the finals.
She said she broke a mental block as a
freshman and has not looked back since.
“I feel like every practice and every track
meet I’m getting better,” Webb said.
Webb trimmed her record-setting times
in mid-March at the Sacramento State
Hornet Invitational. She ran 13.51 in the
100 hurdles and impressively broke the
one-minute threshold in the 400 hurdles at
59.53. Both of her times are second among
athletes in the conference.
“And those weren’t even complete races,” said Kelley Watson, SJSU assistant
head coach. “That’s a good thing. She
has improved a lot and she’ll continue to
improve.”
Watson, who works with the team’s
sprinters, hurdlers and relay teams, said
Webb still has ways to go in the technical
aspects of both races.
“The great thing about Makayla is she’s a
competitor,” Watson said. “If she’s healthy
and everything is going right, I can pretty
much guarantee that she’s going to give
100 percent to try to win that race.”
Webb said her goal this year is to make
it past the second round of nationals. Last
year, she qualified for the NCAA West
Preliminary Championships along with
three teammates: sophomore Cambree
Harbaugh (long jump), graduate student
Emma Sutherland (high jump) and sophomore Nicole Iloanya (triple jump).
Having the quartet qualify and perform
well at the preliminaries was a big step for
the growing SJSU program, which is in its
third year overall and second year with recruited athletes.
During the first season, SJSU filled out
a roster of 21 with athletes from the track
and field club and students who had experience in the sport in high school.

This season they have 28 on their roster
with promising sophomore sprinter Caitlin Wilson and powerhouse senior distance runner Jennifer Beckingham pacing
the team along with Webb.
Since the program is still in its infancy,
Watson said the coaching staff scours the
country for diamonds in the rough during
the recruiting process. They hope to find
raw but talented athletes like Webb.
The fact that they were able to recruit four
athletes from out of state last year and one
more this year is another sign of progress.
They had a solid recruiting class of seven,
which included Idaho 5A state champion
long jumper Kolbi Sims, leading up to this
season.
Wilson, who holds the program record
in the 100, 200 and 400, was one of the
four that left home to become a part of the
Spartans’ first recruiting class. A native
of Tallahassee, Florida and Godby High
alumna, she said she has fallen in love with
the school and program.

Ben Warden | SJSU Athletics
Makayla Webb (left) and Caitlin
Wilson (right) hand oﬀ the baton
during a relay at the Cox Pavillion
at San Francisco State University.
“I didn’t know what to expect when I
came here but I knew that, through talking to them, I was going to be doing great
here,” Wilson said. “Everything has turned
out the way I wanted it to.”
The Spartans will still undoubtedly be
underdogs over the next few years as they
continue to build their program from the
ground up.
Webb said she likes that feeling. It’s a
title she has carried even during her days
at Valley High school in the state’s capital.
“Every year I’ve been doing track I’ve
always felt like the underdog,” she said.
“I’ve always been the weaker kind of girl.
I feel like I’m just trying to be the best
that I can be.”
At her current pace, she won’t be the
underdog for much longer.
Follow Tony on Twitter
@tony_nunez
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Ben Warden | SJSU Athletics
Makayla Webb leads the pack in a hurdles race. She ranks second in
the Mountain West conference both the 100 m and 400 m hurdles.

